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recent false step has led me to make this dispiriting
exordium; but as he is going to leave me, I feel a
strong desire to write to you about him. I have
studied his character thoroughly; and by putting
myself quite on a footing with him, I have had an
opportunity of knowing him perfectly. He has no
great powers either of understanding or imagination,
so that he has not been designed by nature for a man
who should make a shining figure. At the same time
he has got a good share of sense and spirit, which, as
things go, may carry a man very well through life,
perhaps better than higher qualities will. It is however
somewhat unlucky for him that he has got an exceeding
easy and heedless disposition, which has led him into
many difficulties, and which prevents him from feeling
the consequences of these difficulties so severely as he
ought to do. He is good-humoured and void of
malevolence; but he has not the generosity one could
wish. He is very selfish. I am afraid his principles
of virtue are not firmly fixed, though he has a high
idea of honour. Have I not analysed his character
pretty well ? I could give you instances of the truth
of every article. I imagine you yourself either have
been or may be convinced from the same good authority.
I really have a liking for Bob, and wish very much to
see him do well. As he has got so able and willing a
friend as General Crawfurd, I hope he will rise in the
army, if his extravagance does not ruin him. Too
quick a rise, while he is so very young, might do him
harm; and therefore his coming in again as lieutenant
upon full pay, and remaining some time in that situa-
tion, will be best for him. This looks like a paradox,
but I imagine it is just. Were he to get a Company
just now, he would immediately have a servant and a
couple of horses (as he talks), and this would give him